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SOP'MPhil University Examination & Research Gommittee (Mphil-UERC FCS
Only)

1' General. Research degree programs (lvlPhil & PhD) are considered
hallmark of any university. lt has been observed that MPhil degree processes should
also be regulated like PhD degree program through UERC. lt is imperative to have a

process where a research proposal of l\4Phil, thoroughly debated by the subject
experts, should be approved and progress of research properly monitored I
documented. Only those, measuring up to threshold research output requirements
should be allowed to continue further within given timeline. tVphil-UERC is proposed
to provide a documented process of monitoring and evaluation of tVphil scholars to
enhance quality of scholars as well as the degree. ln 24th ASRB mtg following
decisions have been approved:-

a. The role of UERC be extended to lVphil

b. Existing DRC be assigned the role of UERC

c' For crttical cases (last year) the lVPhil-UERC meeting should be conducted
in presence of eEC rep

d. ln case of two negative / adverse reports, the admission of student should
be cancelled

2. The MPhil-UERC Composition. Following will be the composition of
committee for each department:-

a. Concerned HoD (Chair)

b. Thesis Supervisor (Appointed after successfulty completion of course work)
c. Co-supervisor (if any)

d. Expert on the particular subject area

e. Rep of QEC (Only for students in last yf
3' Supervisor. The committee will ensure that the supervisor / co-supervisor
should be eligible to supervise MPhil theses as per HEC guidelines and active in his /
her focused research area which is relevant and overlaps the broad contours of
scholar's research proposal. The supervisor should conform to the following:-

a. Supervisor must be a regular faculty member of NDU.

b. Faculty member should have relevant teaching and research experience as
per HEC guidelines (Annex-A & B).

MPhil-UERC Guidelines: working guidetines of lvphit-uERC are as un
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a. Course work Completion. After the successful completion of course
work with a minimum cumulative cGpA of 3.00 out of 4.00, the student
shall be eligible for thesis as per NDU Academic Regulations.

Monitorinq the supervisorv Limit. while assigning a supervisor to the
scholar, the'committee will also ensure that the supervision load of the
supervisor remains within the HEC prescribed limits (Annex-A & B).

Meetinq: tvPhil-UERC will be formed at the earliest after successful
completion of course work (3.00 out of 4.00 cGpA) but not later than 1

x month of student's start of research phase. The committee will meet
minimum once in a semester (or as needed) to check and document the
scholar's progress after completion of his/her course work before
sending research topics to ASRB.

. Topics to be sent to ASRB
where research proposal will be thoroughly evaluated on the basis of
newness and relevant to contemporary topics of academic and national
interest.

b

d

U Holdinq of 1st MPhil-UERC^ A departmental tVrphil-uERC should be
formed for each I\,1.Phir scholar and same may be notified within first
month after result declaration of course work (only for those scholars
with 3.00 cGPA). lvphil-UERC will forward the progress review
proformae to exam branch on quantified evaluation proformae. The
committee will debate each and every aspect of the proposal including
hypothesis, research questions, conceptual model, framework and
validity of data collection instruments, choice of data analysis tools,
expected results or contribution to the body of knowledge. tvlphil_UERC
reviews the progress of thesis in each semester and assess the progress
of the thesis through quantified review proformae.

5 Eyaluation of Scholar's Research in tVlpHlL-UERC.

a' lVPhil scholar will formally present the research / thesis progress in every
semester to this committee, which will critically examine the direction,
regular progress and quality of research completed till that lvpt-1lL-uERC
review (format of the presentation is attached at Annex-c)
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b. ln first tvPHlL-UERC meeting, the committee may approve the scholar
research proposal straight away or approve with advice of improvements.

Student should submit proposal after incorporating changes on the given

date agreed in the meeting. Proceedings of the committee will be recorded
(in hard & soft form) and kept with the respective HoD for use in the next

meeting' While defending the research proposal scholar witl submit a time
line of his work, clearly identifying targets of research to be presented /
reported in the next meeting of the committee.

c' ln any tvlPhil-UERC, performance of the scholar is found unsatisfactory/

below required standard, the scholar wrll be informed in the committee

meeting and a written report also sent at scholars' e-mail / last working
address.

d, The scholar's progress shall be graded in a quantified way by all members:
a uniform methodology has been prep and is attached at Annex-D.

e. There will be progress report of the scholar in each semester and presented

/ discussed in university ASRB and documented by the concerned HoD.

f. The report will be unambiguous, quantified and conclusive. lt will have
explicit remarks about the progress of the scholar (satisfactory/
unsatisfactory). As per 24th ASRB, if a scholar gets 02 x successive
negative / adverse (not satisfactory) reports, the admission of student
should cancelled. However, the student may be allowed to appear in a
special UERC under extenuating circumstances on case to case basis.

g' If a scholar is absent without any verifiable reason or fails to present his/her
work before the committee on the pre-announced date will be considered
as fail by default.

h. For last year (4th year) critical cases the UERC meeting should be

conducted in presence of eEC rep.

i. While conveying negative report to the scholar, extract from relevant rules
should be reproduced on the report e.g. "lf you earn 02 x successive or 02

x negative assessment reports out of 03, your candidature as tVphil scholar
will automatically be cancelled"

j. This report will be maintained both in soft & hard form by the respective
dept.
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6. Evaluation of the Research Thesis. The tt/Phil thesis shall be evaluated by

01 x Local external evaluator as mentioned in NDU regulation. The Viva-Voce

examination shall be held on the University Campus as may be notified by the

Controller of Examinatlons in consultation with the Supervisor/ HoD concerned.

7. Research Ethics. To provide guidance and ensure security to lVPhil students

for conduct of field work during research work, lVlPhil-UERC will be mandated to

sensitize the candidate on ethical considerations during the conduct of research. The

candidate must convince the N/Phil-UERC in the first review that research poses no

physical, emotional, psychological risk to the participants, the implementing institution

(NDU) and the candidate. If there are any risks, the student must demonstrate a

workable plan to manage and minimize the risks.

B. Plagiarism / Similaritv lndex / Cert. A cert duly signed by concerned studenV

supervisor may be provided alongwith final thesis draft to Exam Branch as mentioned

in university plagiarism SOP.

9. Viva Voce.

a. A research scholar must attend up to 05 x PhD doctoral seminars, public

defense or lVPhil defense/Viva Voce (if allowed by concerned department)

in different public / private universities preferably in the scholar's discipline

of knowledge/ research.

b. The Viva Voce Exam Committee shall comprise of:-

(1) Concerned HoD (Chair)

(2) Supervisor/Co-Supervisor

(3) External Examiner

(4) Rep of CoE

The draft N/Phil thesis duly signed by concerned HoD shall be finally

evaluated and certified by the supervisor before sending it to Controller of

Exam with certificate of changes incorporated as suggested by external

evaluator.

10. This SOP will come into effect immediately for all lvPhil (research phase)

Dir QEC
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scholars of FCS only

(Dr Farrukh I
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