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Dr. Rashid Ahmad is an accomplished academic and educator specializing in ethnopolitics, 

international relations, and conflict transformation. With a PhD in International Relations 

from the University of Karachi, he researched ethnic conflicts in Afghanistan and their 

consequences for Pakistani society, particularly emphasizing the Pashtun group. His 

knowledge is augmented by a postdoctoral study on conflict transformation dynamics in 

Afghanistan's tribal conflicts. 

Dr. Ahmad brings a unique perspective to his field, which has been moulded by more than 

two decades of service in the Pakistan Army. His military career complements his academic 

endeavors by providing practical insights into civil-military relations, counterterrorism, and 

counterinsurgency—all of which are essential topics of his research and teaching. 

 

Dr. Ahmad has been a vital member of the National Defence University since 2015. He was 

crucial in developing the MPhil program on Ethnicity and Nationalism. His academic 

achievements go beyond curriculum development; he has supervised numerous PhD and 

MPhil theses on critical themes such as regional security, ethnonationalism, and 

counterinsurgency. 

Dr. Ahmad is a prolific writer who has published numerous essays in prestigious publications 

on topics such as religious nationalism, regional peace initiatives, and security challenges in 

South Asia and the Middle East. His studies combine theoretical frameworks with practical 

applications, as seen in his work on the Taliban's ideological shift and the impact of regional 

geopolitics on security dynamics. His articles are highly recognized, demonstrating his 

expertise in the field. 

Dr. Ahmad's teaching portfolio is as excellent as his research. He has taught on a variety of 

topics, including theories of nationalism, Afghan politics and foreign policy, and Middle 

Eastern politics. His ability to combine difficult theoretical principles with current 

geopolitical realities makes his lectures fascinating and compelling. 

Aside from teaching and research, Dr. Ahmad regularly participates in international 

conferences and seminars. He has organized and chaired meetings with international 

specialists on the Afghan peace process and regional conflict resolution, displaying his 

dedication to promoting intellectual debate. His efforts have been recognized with awards, 

including an appreciation plaque from the President of NDU for organizing the first Summer 

Course in 2018. 

Dr. Rashid Ahmad's broad knowledge, dedication to academic excellence, and unrelenting 

commitment to addressing critical global issues make him an essential asset to the National 

Defence University. His work continues to impact our understanding of complex 

ethnopolitical dynamics in South Asia and the Middle East, influencing academic research 

and practical government in Pakistan and elsewhere. 

 

 

 


